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Tidbits From Our Members

In his article “Research Experiences with 
Undergraduates,” Chi-Kwong Li could have mentioned that 
research into matrix methods is particularly appropriate for 
students of the College of William and Mary as it was rebuilt 
by Lieutenant Governor Alexander Spotswood, the fi rst 
cousin of the great, great, great, great grandfather of William 
Spottiswoode (pronounced Spotswood) the author of one of 
the earliest books on the theory of determinants. For details, 
see:

R.W. Farebrother, A genealogy of William Spottiswoode (1825-
1883), IMAGE 23, 1999, pp. 3-4.

R.W. Farebrother and G.P.H. Styan, A Genealogy of the 
Spottiswoode Family (1510-1900),  IMAGE 25, 2000, pp. 19-21 
and  IMAGE 27, 2001, p. 2.

R. W. Farebrother
 School of Economic Studies, University of Manchester
 Email: R.W. Farebrother@Man.ac.uk

Further Early Statistical Applications of the 
Theory of  Determinants

by Richard William Farebrother

Readers of Farebrother (2002a,b) and Searle (2000) may 
be interested to learn from Aldrich (1998, p. 74) that

determinants were used in other important work on least 
squares and correlation—including Pearson (1896), Fisher 
(1922), Frisch and Waugh (1933) and David and Neyman 
(1938). Yule [1907] did not use them but Pearson (1916) 
went on to obtain Yule’s [correlation] results by direct 
determinantal analysis, a task that required new results 
on determinants. 

And, again, Aldrich (1998, p. 76),

David and Neyman (1938, p. 105) judged Aitkens [1935] 
paper remarkably clear and elegant but found it 
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